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What is vocabulary? - Vocabulary refers to the variety, or range of words a 
person uses. 

Why is vocabulary important? If your child has a wide and varied vocabulary, 
it will help them to understand and describe their experiences, thoughts and 
ideas. It is the basis for the development of all the other skills: reading 
comprehension, listening comprehension, speaking, writing, spelling and 
pronunciation. 

How can I work on developing my child’s vocabulary?- Included in this pack 
are a number of activities that can be used to help your child develop their 
vocabulary around nouns (object/naming words) and verbs (action words). 

 

 

We hope this pack helps to develop your little ones vocabulary and you enjoy 
playing the games and learning together,  

 

Enable Ireland Team , Kilkenny. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

        

Games to work on vocabulary 

 
 

1. Choice 
Provide a choice if your child cannot remember the word 
E.g. Is it a tiger or a caterpillar?  
 

2. Sorting 
Help your child to sort/tidy the toys, e.g. place all the cars in one box and 
all the lego in another box 
 
Allow your child help with washing clothes e.g. 
separate the socks, trousers, t-shirts, etc.  

 
Allow your child to help with emptying the dish-
washer separate the forks and knives and spoons, etc. 
 

3. What am I thinking of? 
Hide a common object in a box and describe it, can your child guess the 
name 
e.g. apple – it’s Yellow, it’s a fruit, it’s long, you have to peel it before you 
eat i 



4. “Go Fish”  

Use a game of “Go Fish” to give your child 

opportunities to practice new words. Make a 

fishing rod out of a length of a pencil and a 

piece of string with a small magnet on the end. 

Make ‘fish’ by attaching paper clips to picture cards of objects (you can get 

these from magazines or download them for free from the internet). Take 

turns using the fishing rod to fish for cards (from a bucket, box or off the 

floor). When either of you ‘catches’ a card, say the word for your child first, 

then get them to repeat it after you.  

 

5. Play ‘Simon Says’ using a range of actions  

“Simon says…clap your hands/stamp your 
feet/jump/wiggle/squirm/roll...”You may need to demonstrate the action 
you want your child to do. If you demonstrate the action, make sure your 
child copies you. Your child is more likely to remember the word because 
they will link it to the action they performed.  

 

6. I spy 
Play I spy. Instead of using letters use features of the object. 
E.g. “I spy with my little eye, something that has 2 eyes and ears and arms 
and legs and is cuddly and brown”.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

7. Mind maps 
Use mind maps to help organise words that go together and provide your 
child with a visual guide to describing a topic.  You can use this chart to 
help when describing things.  Ex. Describe an Apple.... 
  



8. Play a naming game. Can your child name the animal/object? 
What ......? 

• Squeaks 
• Smells 
• Drips 
• Burns  
• Roars 
• Breaks 
• Growls 
• Slams 
• Flushes 
• Hisses  
• Moo 
• oinks 
• Splashes 
• Sinks  
• Cries , etc. 

 
 

9. Think of three things (or whatever number you want) that.....  
• Are red  
• Are fast 
• Are blue 
• You drive 
• That are soft  
• That are hard  
• Are animals  
• Are sports  
• Are big 
• Are little 
• You drink 
• You eat, etc.  
• You find in your bedroom 
• You find in the kitchen  

http://www.google.ie/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1364&bih=612&tbm=isch&tbnid=a3AQ9B8639C6bM:&imgrefurl=http://www.dannoenterprises.com/calendar.htm&docid=WDgS-GtH6QfJgM&imgurl=http://www.dannoenterprises.com/clipart/red cartoon car.gif&w=275&h=216&ei=mlB8T_ryMZGWhQfIrNm5DA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=588&vpy=338&dur=2213&hovh=172&hovw=220&tx=111&ty=84&sig=117426594639901518496&page=1&tbnh=118&tbnw=148&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:17,s:0,i:164�


• You find in the bathroom  
• You find in the zoo  
• You find on the farm  
• You can play with  
• You watch on TV 
• You find in the garden  
• Etc..... the list is endless! 

 

10. Reading stories  

Read stories that involve lots of verbs (action 
words). As you read the stories with your child 
emphasise the verbs and act them out e.g. 
goldilocks whose been sleeping in my bed, whose 
been sitting in my chair and whose been eating 
my porridge. 

 

11. Using new words for everyday activities  

Use a range of different verbs (action words), when talking to your child 
during everyday experiences. For example:  

• Cooking – stirring, whisking, shaking, rolling 
• Gardening – digging, clipping, planting, watering  
• Bath time – splashing, washing, scrubbing, pouring, playing 
• Packing up/cleaning – wiping, finding, folding, packing, stacking  
• At the playground – running, hopping, climbing, swinging, sliding 

 
 

12. Posting game  
Paste noun or verb pictures onto cardboard rectangles (cut from a cereal 
box or similar) and play a posting game. Make a post box out of another 
cardboard box and use the pictures as ‘letters’ to post — again, say the word 
for your child first, then ask your child to repeat it. Once your child has 
repeated a word, they can post the card. 
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